ONE WITH
NATURE

In this March edition, we happily escape the chilly Belgian
temperatures and TRAVEL TO BALL, where Bada Studio has
designed a stunning residential project. NESTLED IN THE
HILLS of the village of Pejeng, they created Rumah Haruku,
a home INSPIRED BY LOCAL ARCHITECTURE and its

natural surroundings, perfectly aligned with the clients’ wishes.

The design studio specialised in creating bespoke
luxury homes and hospitality projects. Their design
philosophy is based on three pillars: timeless de-
sign, local context, and empathy. For them, a good
design must have enduring aesthetics and make use
of sustainable construction materials. ‘Whether it’s
ada Studio is the name Made Dirgantara and Maurizio Moeis chose | a wall, a door, or even a chair: for us, good design
for their creative venture in interior design. The two found common | must be proportional, sustainable, and perfectly
ground in their shared passion for architectural and interior design | functional. By creating a timeless design, we simul-
and craftsmanship. This passion began for the duo nearly two deca- | taneously craft a more sustainable project that will
des ago when he discovered the work of renowned Sri Lankan architect | last decades—or longer,” they explain. But harmony
Geoffrey Bawa. ‘His incredible mastery in designing spaces that are perfectly | with the local environment is equally important.
proportioned, allow room for playfulness, and seamlessly embrace nature and | Culture, traditional designs, natural elements, and
tropical ambiance deeply inspired my early love for design and architecture. | even the community surrounding the location are
As architects and designers, we have the privilege to create something from | sources of inspiration for Bada Studio, each care-
nothing. To watch it grow into a place people call home, a sanctuary in their | fully integrated into their designs. Lastly, empathy
lives. To touch people’s hearts and make clients’ dreams come true,’ he shared | for their clients plays a key role for Made Dirgan-
with us. This inspiration became the foundation for expanding their love for | taraand Maurizio Moeis. ‘Everyone has their own
design, architecture, and interiors. way of living and preferences, and we believe that
good design should encompass these personal
needs. At the same time, we share new ideas to en-
hance the quality of life for our clients.’
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These three design pillars form the foundation of
every project, strongly influencing the material
and colour palettes Bada Studio employs. Sus-
tainability remains a key factor, as the designers
often opt for locally sourced and renewable ma-
terials. Each project location has its own unique
context, and extensive research into the culture,

NATURAL MATERIALS
NATIVETO THEAREAARE
CONSISTENTLY THEIR
MATERIALS OF CHOICE

traditional architecture, and available local ma-
terials is a standard part of their process. Stone,
wood, clay, and other natural materials native to
the area are consistently their materials of choi-
ce, while the project’s location also guides the
colour palette.

FROM A CUP OF COFFEE TO A BALINESE HOME
Now, they take us to one of their recent projects,
Rumah Haruku—a home in Pejeng, a village in
Bali’s hills. “The project began with a cup of cof-
tee with the clients, Tijn & Raisa. Coffee, because
it’s a passion of Tijn’s, which we discovered du-
ring the project. During our meeting, they shared
their life story: Tijn is a tech entrepreneur, and
Raisa is a textile print designer and artist. Their
story revealed a deep connection to Indonesia,
especially through Raisa’s Moluccan roots. They
also expressed a keen interest in design, architec-
ture, local materials, and culture, which aligned
perfectly with our architectural approach.’
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This was the clients’ very first project
starting from scratch, and they were se-
arching for an architect who shared their
vision. Bada Studio was given full trust to
create their home. They requested a pri-
vate villa for the two of them and their
two dogs. The house needed to be com-
fortable yet also accommodate friends
and family. With these wishes in mind,
they asked for a shared kitchen, an open
dining area, an expandable living room,
an outdoor terrace, and a pool with a
wooden deck. In the initial conversati-
ons, they expressed their deep love for
wooden structures that combine Indo-
nesian tradition with a minimalist yet
homey aesthetic.

Made and Maurizio immediately fell

in love with the location. The site fea-

tured a beautiful ecosystem of matu-

re trees sloping steeply down to a small

river at the base of the land. Behind it

lays an open rice field surrounded by co-

conut palms. ‘Exactly how you imagine

Bali. The land exuded a strong and comforting
energy, like a sheltered place you'd want to retre-
at to after a forest walk. We wanted to reflect this
feeling in the design,’ the designers explain. One
of Bada Studio’s core principles is preserving
what nature has provided. All mature trees were
left untouched and incorporated into the design.
“The house feels as though it has always been the-
re, simply because nothing in the environment
has been altered.” Alongside preserving nature,
the designers enhanced biodiversity by adding
numerous tropical plants to the property.

AN INTIMATE CONNECTION

BETWEEN INTERIOR AND NATURE

The layout and views of the home were inspired by a
traditional longhouse, or ‘Rumah Panjang’ a narrow,
elongated house on stilts found in the rainforests of
Borneo. Traditional Indonesian architecture also
influenced the design, evident in the use of locally
sourced materials and a characteristic saddle roof
with two different slopes, known as ‘Grantang.’” As
mentioned earlier, an expandable living space was
one of the clients’ requirements. This living area, also
inspired by the Rumah Panjang design, includes sur-
rounding galleries used for communal activities. The
space can be fully opened, creating an intimate con-
nection between the interior and the lush tropical
surroundings. When opened, the backrest around
the living space doubles as extra seating, making the
living room adaptable for larger gatherings.

THELAYOUT AND
VIEWS OF THE HOME
WERE INSPIRED

BY ATRADITIONAL
LONGHOUSE
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THE COLOUR PALETTE
WAS INSPIRED BY PEJENG'S
TROPICAL JUNGLE
LANDSCAPE, WITH TREES
CASTING A SHADED AND
DARKAMBIANCE
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The choice of materials also reflected the lo-
cal context. The roof structure is supported by
Bangkirai wood and covered with ‘Sirap Ulin’
wooden shingles. Doors, windows, wall panels,
and wooden floors are all crafted from Bangkirai
wood, ensuring a cohesive look. The shower and
kitchen floors feature terrazzo combined with
custom cement tiles on the walls. Additional-
ly, ‘karpet lontar, traditionally used as flooring
during Balinese ceremonies, was integrated as a
ceiling material throughout the home, adding
contrasting texture and colour. The color palette
was inspired by Pejeng’s tropical jungle lands-
cape, with trees casting a shaded and dark am-
biance. This was reflected in the house’s interior
colour scheme, creating harmony between na-
ture and the design.

BADA STUDIO’S PLANS FOR THE FUTURE
With Rumah Haruku, Bada Studio has crafted a
residential gem inspired by Balinese architectu-
re and its natural surroundings. Thanks to their
close collaboration with clients Tijn and Raisa,
Made Dirgantara and Maurizio Moeis perfectly
understood their dream home and brought it to
life. ‘Creating something personal for the client
is what I enjoy most about my work,” explains the
duo. T believe there is a specific set of solutions
that align with the needs of those who will live
in the home. Finding those solutions within my
perception of architecture is the part I love most
about my job.

Currently, Bada Studio is working on two pro-
jects entering the construction phase: two pri-
vate homes in two completely different regions.
“The first project is a neighbouring house to Ru-
mah Haruku, a three-bedroom residence. The
second is a private five-bedroom home in Perere-
nan, Bali. We’re also developing a new project in
Sanur, Bali—a compound with three villas.” It’s
clear that the design studio is far from slowing
down. Do they have any dream collaborations?
‘Absolutely! A company that shares our values
and approach is Aman Resorts, known for its
luxury resorts, hotels, and private residences.
Designing an Aman Resort in a specific destina-
tion is a project we would love to take on.” We of
course fully support them in their next ventures!
%%? (Text: Nathalie Van Laer)
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